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Recent crimes put students, parents on edge
By JOSIE LANDGRAVE

THE PARTHENON
Recent crimes near Marshall
University have made students,
residents and parents concerned.
In three days, the Huntington
Police Department and the
Marshall Police Department
responded to two armed
robberies and a sexual assault.
All three crimes took place near
20th Street, south of 5th Avenue.
Though three suspects have been
arrested, the sexual assault case
remains open.

Coleen Wermers, music
education major, is a former
victim of sexual assault, and
said crime near campus can be
distressing. Wermers immediately became worried once she
received the MU Alert about
the assault.
“I was raped when I was
16-years-old. It was an awful
experience that I can never forget,” Wermers said. “Seeing the
alert brought back unwanted
memories,”
Justina Knight, a sophomore

Gun issue sparks
local discussion

By ANA WILKER

THE PARTHENON
Recent shootings across the
United States have stimulated
public debate on the controversial issue of gun control, which
is being addressed in Washington, local communities and
campuses like Marshall.
President Obama, along
with New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and other political
leaders, are advocating a new
law that would reinstate an
assault weapons ban and set
restrictions on gun and ammunition buyers.
Many Republicans have
rejected Obama’s proposal,
saying it is an attack on the
constitutional right to bear
arms.
The deep discussions on the
issue, at the national level, are
reflected in the views of many
Marshall students around
campus.
“It is unconstitutional to
take away everyone’s second
amendment right,” Adam Mendez, senior business major,
said. “Even if Congress were to
ban gun and ammunition sales,
people who wanted them bad
enough would find a way to get
them,”
Matthew Pickett, a graduate
student and Marshall football
player, said it is important for
citizens to be able to keep constitutional rights. “If you try to
take guns away, criminals will
still find a way to get them,
and the recent tragedies were

caused by the person not the
weapon,” Picket said.
Shelby Lee, a social work
major from Virginia Beach Va.,
shares a similar opinion. “All
of these tragic shootings have
a lot more to do with an absolute disrespect for the value of
human life than they do guns,”
Lee said.
Katie Potts, a sophomore
volleyball player from Atlanta,
Ga., studies criminal justice at
Marshall and supports Obama’s
new package. “I think the only
people that should own guns
are law enforcement officials,
military personnel or citizens
that have gone through extensive background checks,” Potts
said. “Guns, in my opinion, give
people a sense of entitlement
over defenseless citizens and
ultimately have caused a number of tragic issues that have
deeply affected this country.”
Angus Walsh, senior advertising major from Arlington, Va.,
said he sees both sides of the issue. “I think that there needs to
be restraints on sizes of magazines and types of guns people
should own,” Walsh said. “No
one needs automatic assault
rifles with 100 clip magazines.”
The Huntington Police Department was contacted for a
comment and declined.
Congress has yet to make any
new decisions regarding gun
laws, and gun control remains a
hotly debated issue.
Ana Wilker can be reached
at Wilker@marshall.edu.
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nursing major, said she has a
class that ends after dark and
she is uncomfortable walking to her car after the recent
incidents.
“It’s creepy walking to my
car now,” Knight said. “I always
carry pepper spray with me,
but now I have it in my hand,
ready to go.”
After these crimes and
several phone calls from concerned parents, HPD and
MUPD has increased patrolling in the affected area. MUPD

urges students to use the
police escort service by calling Marshall’s Office of Public
Safety.
“If you don’t feel comfortable, make that phone call,” Jim
Terry, Director of Public Saftey,
said. “Our main concern is to
ensure our students’ safety and
security.”
Terry encourages students
to be more aware of their surroundings and to create fewer
distractions for themselves.
“Know where you are and

who you are around. Don’t text
or talk on your phone because
that can distract you,” Terry
said. “Keep your eyes open.”
Despite the recent scares,
some students and MUPD still
think campus remains a relatively safe place.
“I feel safe on campus and
I think our police do a pretty
good job of keeping us safe and
alerting us when something
happens,” Wermers said.
MUPD and HPD continue to
work together on the sexual

assault case. In the mean time,
Terry said to be cautious but
not paranoid.
“We all need to be more
aware, but we cannot allow our
fear to drive all of our actions,”
Terry said.
For a police escort, call 304696-5437 and for MU Alerts,
go to myMU and sign up. For
emergencies, dial 696-HELP or
911.
Josie Landgrave can be
contacted at landgrave2@
marshall.edu.

Work, Work, Work

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Workers use heavy machinery during continued construction of the $50 million Arthur Weisberg Family Applied Engineering Complex off 3rd
Avenue across from the Science Building, Thursday, Jan. 24, 2013. Construction began in November and is expected to take about 28 months.

Marshall student saving lives, one car seat at a time
By JOSIE LANDGRAVE

THE PARTHENON
A report from the Word Health Organization said nearly 1 million children die
from unintentional injuries every year–
traffic accidents being the biggest killer.
Beau Evans and Larry Kendall are working
to decrease that number.
Beau Evans, senior science education
major, and Larry Kendall, administrator of
the Highway Safety Program, seek to educate and demonstrate the proper way to
install children’s car seats.
Properly installing car seats requires
that the seat be level, secure and that it be
the right size for the child.
“As an administrative assistant here at
the Highway Safety Program and a future
educator, it is my job to have a positive influence on the community and to make it
safer,” Evans said.
Kendall and Evans installed 537 car seats
last year. Many of the car seat installations
were for frustrated parents seeking help.
“There are complexities to car seats.
They can be very confusing and frustrating
with various straps and latches,” Kendall
said. “We are here to help ease those concerns and answer questions. Hopefully we
save lives in the case of an accident.”
Chris and Jane Wasserman, who are expecting their first child this month, said
they contacted the Highway Safety Program office when their car seat would not
sit level in their car. After some research
and experimenting, Evans and Kendall were able to solve the Wasserman’s
problem.
“Our daughter is going to be my number
one priority and concern when traveling in

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEAU EVANS

Beau Evans demonstrates how to install a car seat the correct way. Evans works with the
Highway Safety Program to educate new parents.
the car. I came here to learn how to make
it as safe as possible for her,” Jane Wasserman said. “I think all parents should learn
the proper way to install their children’s
seats because in a car accident, parents
have so much to lose.”
There are consequences for parents
who do not use car seats properly and
police officers can pull cars over for improper use of child restraints. However,
the biggest consequence is the injury or
death of a child.
“It doesn’t take a very large crash to kill
your child,” Kendall said. “The forces of an
accident may not hurt you, but can seriously injure your child because they are
smaller and less developed.”
Evans hopes educating parents will help
keep children and parents safe.
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“We hope this will encourage parents
to buckle up too,” Kendall said. “This way,
we can educate and protect the child and
their parents in one setting.”
Evans plans to continue to work with
parents to ensure child safety and loves
the fulfillment his profession brings.
“I want to save lives,” Evans said. “Here at
my job, I am already changing and potentially saving lives. It is a great feeling at the
end of the day to know I am putting a dent
in the number of child deaths and injuries.”
All car seat installations are free to the
public and those interested or concerned
about their child’s safety in a vehicle are
encouraged to contact the Highway Safety
Program office at 304-696-5545.
Josie Landgrave can be contacted at
landgrave2@marshall.edu.
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Relay for Life plans to raise thousands in 2013
By AMANDA REESMAN

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students gathered in
Corbly Hall Wednesday to discuss goals for
the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life in
April.
The relay brought in $26,000 last year, and
Terri Francis, community manager from ACS,
said she hopes to see those numbers duplicated
this year.
“Last year, Marshall went from a $9,000 event
to a $26,000 event,” Francis said. “They won an

a

Where does
the money go?

For each dollar you spend
at the bookstore on a new
textbook, 21.6 cents goes to the
bookstore, 77.4 cents goes to
the publish and a penny goes
to cover freight shipping.

award for the highest increases in the South Atlantic Division.”
The Relay for Life aims to raise money for cancer patients and research locally and nationally
and Francis said 60% of the money stays within
the community.
“When people get involved, we raise more,”
Francis said. “The money, that is raised, is important for the over 4,000 cancer patients served in
the community.”
The event aims to get more people to sign up for
the relay, which will take place at 9 p.m. April 19.

“Tonight we hope to get a whole lot of
people signed up,” Brianna Wayland, a senior
marketing major, said. “We currently have
70.”
Wayland, the director for the relay, said her
brother who died of leukemia at age 10, is the
reason she participates in the relay. At the
meeting, she asked everyone to write why they
walk on notecards.
“Everyone is touched by cancer whether it
be indirectly or directly,” Johannes Fahrmann, a
biomedical researcher working on his Ph. D. in

W.Va. Water Company ceasing
service to Huntington residents
By SHANNON GRENER

Source: National Association of College Bookstores

Cost of textbooks outpace inflation
By CHRIS HODGE

THE PARTHENON
College textbook prices have
skyrocketed in the last 35
years. A recent report by the
American Enterprise Institute
has found that textbook prices
have increased faster than inflation, the cost of health care
and housing prices since 1978.
Textbook prices increased
812 percent since 1978, a
steeper climb than health care
costs, which rose to 575 percent
or new home prices which rose
to 325 percent. The Consumer
Price Index, commonly referred
to as inflation, increased 250
percent since 1978.
“I think textbook prices are
too high,” Ethan Bartlett, sophomore education major, said. “I’ve
shared textbooks with friends
before, or purchased my books
online to cut down on costs.”
This rapid increase in textbook prices means that today’s
college students are paying upwards of 800 times more for
their textbooks than what their

cancer nutrition, said.
Relay for Life of Marshall University will also
be hosting a Zumba fundraiser Feb. 22.
“It’s so importent to not only raise awareness
but to raise funds,” Fahrmann said, “Ultimately,
we are trying to achieve a cure and we can’t do
that without volunteers.”
For more information or to join the relay,
you can go to the Relay for Life of Marshall University’s Facebook page.
Amanda Reesman can be reached at reesman@marshall.edu.

parents may have paid for similar books during their college
days.
It might be unreasonable for students to expect
to pay the same their parents may have paid for their
textbooks in college. However, textbook prices have
exploded over the last four
years alone.
Textbook prices rose 22 percent since 2007, according to
a U.S. Public Interest Research
Group report. Putting things
into perspective, the $118 psychology textbook you may have
purchased as a freshman may
cost as much as $144 by the
time you are a senior.
Mike Campbell, manager of
the Marshall University Bookstore in the Student Center,
said that each semester more
and more students are taking
advantage of the Bookstore’s
rental program.
“Over 50 percent of our titles
are rentable and students can
save as much as 55 percent

over the suggested retail price
by renting a book,” Campbell
said.
Campbell said that rental
textbooks offer a lot of flexibility and affordability for
students.
“When you rent a book you
can use the book like you would
any new purchase. You can
write in it, highlight in it, use
it, but don’t abuse it, because
we are going to rent that book
to another student,” Campbell
said.
Campbell pointed out that
rental textbooks also offer students the added flexibility of
converting their rental textbooks into a purchase if the
student decides to keep the
textbook. He also highlighted
that the bookstore was always
expanding and evolving its
offerings in digital e-books, including rentals.
“E-book rentals are an exciting new offering for us.
Students can rent e-books for
180 days and save 40 to 60

percent off the price of the
physical books. Some e-books
rentals even offer students the
opportunity to download three
chapters at a time,” Campbell
said.
However, even with more
options to purchase their
textbooks, many students are
opting to not purchase some of
their textbooks. According to
the U.S. PIRG study, 70 percent
of students report not purchasing the textbook for at least one
of their classes each semester.
Campbell expressed concern
about this trend.
“We want our students to be
successful. The textbooks we
offer are chosen by the course
professors and give the students the best opportunity to
be successful in their coursework. We’re here to provide the
students the materials students
need to earn their degree,”
Campbell said.
Chris Hodge can be contacted
at
chris.hodge@
marshall.edu.

International club connects students from around the globe

By JESSICA RAMEY

“This club is a way to help international students become inteTHE PARTHENON
grated into our campus,” Xing Jin, co-president of the club, said.
Students and faculty were in attendance, and the meeting’s “They want to make American friends, and this is a way for them
focus was bringing students together through culture and the to meet people.”
arts.
Jin was recommended to Marshall by a professor she had in
“When starting this club, we wanted to have something China and she wanted to come to America to experience more culthat brought people together, and what came to mind was the tures than just her own.
arts,” Cindy Krantz, co-president of the International Club,
The meetings are laid back so students can present art.
said. “They are universal and they bring out people’s perThe co-presidents said learning about other cultures and making
sonalities and help them find commonalities between their connections with other countries is a beneficial thing to do in college.
cultures.”
“We live in a global age where the people that you will be working
Two poems were read at the meetwith are not all going to look like you,
ing—one from South Africa and one in
talk like you and think like you so it is
“the written word” style—and a discusimportant to be open to other cultures,”
We live in a global age where the
sion about the nationalities represented
Krantz said.
people that you will be working
with are not going to look like you,
in the room followed.
The co-presidents said they would
talk
like
you
and
think
like
you...
Krantz said the club is a great way for
the club represents to eventually ex- Cindy Krantz, International Club co-president pand to the rest of Huntington and
people to learn about other countries
without having to go to that country. He
Appalachia.
said it is good for people who have transMeetings are held in room 321 in Old
ferred to Marshall from other countries
Main at 1 p.m. Wednesdays, and stuand for students who were born in the states to come to- dents are encouraged to bring any form of art to present to the group.
gether and create a sense of unity.
Jessica Ramey can be contacted at ramey95@marshall.edu.

“
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THE PARTHENON
A letter of coming
changes to the water and
sewer billing process has
been sent to college students
and
Huntington
residents.
The West Virginia American Water Co. had billed
residents in the area for
sewer services with their
water services. Now the
Huntington Sanitary Board
has become the new provider of sewer services.
The Huntington Sanitary
Board’s goal is to treat
and collect all wastewater
within the Huntington service areas. It is required
by different local, state
and federal permits and
provides residents and
businesses
with
high
quality and cost effective
sanitary sewer services.
Campus
sustainability manager Margie J.
Phillips is handling new
commercial rates affecting Marshall University
buildings.
“We have to add new invoices to the water base,”
Phillips said. “Now we have
to have water and sewer
accounts for the buildings
on campus.”
The West Virginia American Water Co. informed
Kit Anderson, Executive
Director of the Sanitary
Board, that their sewer
services in the Huntington

area would be discontinued September 2012.
The West Virginia American Water Company’s goal
in ending sewer services
was to help the company
better focus on its core
services—providing customers with high quality,
reliable and clean water.
Due to the proposal of
the discontinuance of the
billing and collection services for sewer utilities,
the Public Service Commission of West Virginia
imposed a general investigation to oversee the
transition of sewer services to the Huntington
Sanitary Board.
The Huntington Sanitary
Board, alongside about 20
other sewer utility companies and the West Virginia
American Water Co., filed
for joint stipulation with
the commission recommending settlements.
In the future, the Huntington Sanitary Board will
work with the West Virginia Water Co. in turning
water services off if sewer
and water services are left
unpaid by customers.
Shannon Grener can
be contacted at grener@
marshall.edu.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

EAST DIVISION

C-USA

SOUTHERN MISS
MEMPHIS
UCF
MARSHALL
EAST CAROLINA
UAB

W
5
4
3
2
3
0

Overall
L
0
0
1
2
2
4

W
16
15
13
9
12
8

			

WEST DIVISION

C-USA

L
4
3
5
10
6
11

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
UTEP
RICE

W
3
4
1
1
3
0
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Overall
L
1
2
3
4
1
4

3

			

W
10
12
13
12
10
4

L
7
8
6
6
7
14
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HERRION

...we have a problem

Column

Men’s basketball must improve consistancy, road play to salvage season
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
As my fellow editors and I were working on Thursday’s edition
of the Parthenon, I looked at the time and realized that the Marshall men’s basketball team had tipped off against Southern Miss
just a few minutes earlier. To my horror, Gametracker showed
the Herd trailing 36-4 with ten minutes left in the first
half. “No way,” I thought, refreshing the
page several times before accepting
that there was no glitch or loading error. My beloved Thundering Herd was
getting absolutely romped on by the
Golden Eagles.
The only bright spot in the performance was that the majority of the Herd faithful
was not in Hattiesburg to see the atrocity. For the
majority of the first half, the Thundering Herd
had more fouls than points and ended the game
with a mind-blowing 31 turnovers. After the game,
Head Coach Tom Herrion said that it was “as disappointing and unacceptable of a performance by my
team since I’ve been a head coach.”
It was that bad.
It’s hard to believe that the team that got demolished
at USM was the same team that I had witnessed defeat the ECU
Pirates by 21 points in a game that wasn’t even that close. It was
the same team that defeated the Tulsa Golden Hurricane in the Cam
Henderson Center in similar fashion the week before that.

It is hard to describe this season as anything but a disappointment.
After finishing with a 21-14 record last season, a C-USA championship
appearance and the schools first NIT appearance since 1988, many
Marshall fans thought that this season would be NCAA or bust. Instead
fans have seen a wildly inconsistent team that just can’t seem to get it
together.
To be fair, the Herd has been excellent inside the friendly confines of
the Henderson Center. This season, the Herd is 8-1 at home, having won
those games by an average of 13.5 points. The lone loss came against
Delaware State by just two points. Outside of the Cam, however, the Herd
is an abysmal 1-8. In those losses, the Herd has lost by a jaw-dropping
average of 21.5 points.
It wouldn’t be as bad if Marshall had a bad squad, but it doesn’t. Marshall’s roster oozes with athleticism and height. Junior DeAndre Kane
was a pre-season All-C-USA selection and Senior Dennis Tinnon is one
of the top rebounders in the NCAA. Coach Herrion continued his habit of
luring skilled junior college transfers to the program this season in D.D.
Scarver and Elijah Pittman, both of which made an immediate impact on
the team. This team was supposed to finally challenge the mighty Memphis Tigers for control of C-USA men’s basketball, and now it looks like it
will take a minor miracle to even finish in the top half of the conference.
So, the question is what will happen for the rest of the season. Coach
Herrion doesn’t have much time to right the ship. The team travels to the
FedEx Forum Saturday to take on the aforementioned Memphis Tigers.
But unless C-USA Commissioner Britton Banowsky can be convinced to
allow the Herd to play the rest of its games at home, something must be
done—and soon—to salvage something from this season.
Will Vance can be contacted at vance162@marshall.edu.

Herd tries to right ship against Memphis after devastating loss to USM
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
After one of
the worst losses
in modern program
history, the Marshall Men’s basketball team
faces another Conference USA road game
against perennial power Memphis on Saturday.
This game comes after a 102-46 thrashing at the hands of Southern
Miss. on Wednesday, in which the Herd committed 31 total turnovers.
The Herd now stands at 9-10 overall and 2-2 in C-USA, with an
overall road record of 0-6 on the season.
Head coach Tom Herrion said that Saturday’s contest will be
a challenge.
“They’ve carried the torch historically,” Herrion said of the

Billy Donovan still working
Magic with Florida Gators

By MIKE BIANCHI

ORLANDO SENTINEL (MCT)
Three greatest professional
moves in history:
1. Cher dumps Sonny and becomes a solo star.
2. Frank Sinatra makes "From
Here to Eternity" and resurrects his career.
3. Billy Donovan reneges on
the Orlando Magic and immortalizes his.
Hate to say I told you so,
Magic fans, but I said it then and
I'll reiterate it now:
The best move Donovan
ever made was to inexplicably
change his mind six years ago,
back out of the Magic job after
one day and return to the University of Florida.
As I wrote back then: "NBA
coaches are known but not
loved. Coaching in the pros is
about building your bank account; coaching in college is
about building your legacy. If
you stay in college basketball
long enough, you become a legend. If you stay in the NBA long
enough, you become a retread."
And, so, I present to you Billy
Donovan, who on Saturday won
his 400th game at UF to go with
two national championships,
three Final Fours, two consecutive Elite 8 appearances,
umpteen NCAA Tournament
appearances and a team that
this year appears to be an NCAA
title contender once again.

He's gone from Billy the Kid
to Billy the Legend.
He's gone from Billy Basketball to Billy Icon.
He's become a mythic figure
at UF.
If he'd not backed out on
the Magic, he'd be just another
fired NBA coach.
"Obviously that was a difficult conversation to have with
the Magic during that time,"
Donovan recalled earlier this
week. "It was just something
in my heart and something I
couldn't put my finger on. I just
felt like it was the right thing to
do – not only for myself but for
the Magic. For whatever reason,
it just was not comfortable or
right for me. ... I'm excited that
I've been able to be at Florida
for as long as I have."
Don't get me wrong, I'm
not one of those who believes
Donovan would have been just
another college coach who
flopped in the NBA (see Rick Pitino, John Calipari, Lon Kruger,
etc.) He's a great enough coach
and has the mental makeup to
succeed on the pro level, but
that doesn't mean he wouldn't
have been fired. Stan Van
Gundy got fired, and he's one of
the elite coaches in the NBA.
Bum Phillips may have been
talking about the NFL but he
could have easily been referring

See DONOVAN | Page 5

Tigers. “Going down there, it’s usually very tough and a tremendous environment, great crowd.”
Driving from Hattiesburg to Memphis should certainly worry the
Herd, as the Tigers have a 15-3 overall record and boast an 11-1
home record, with the lone loss coming to fifth ranked Louisville.
Marshall senior forward Dennis Tinnon said that any time you
go away from home, it presents a challenge.
“When you’re playing at home, it’s just a different vibe,” Tinnon
said. “It’s like you were born here, you’re raised here and you’re going
to play well here. “
Tinnon added that road arenas bring different distractions from
fans that could potentially take players off their game.
“You’ve got the crowd going crazy. People are talking crazy
and that kind of gets you looking and they’ll yell ‘Hey, Tinnon!
Tinnon!’ and call your name 100 times and stuff like that,”

C-USA welcomes new members
By COURTNEY SEALEY

THE PARTHENON
Conference USA Commissioner Britton Banowsky
announced the conference
would add two schools this
summer.
“We are very pleased to welcome Middle Tennessee and
Florida Atlantic to Conference
USA next season,” Banowsky
said in a news release. “We
look forward to supporting a
16-member league, with 14
football teams competing for
Conference USA.”
Middle Tennessee, located
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., has
an enrollment of 25,000
students and is the largest undergraduate school in the state.
It sponsors 17 NCAA Division I
sports teams.
MTSU was set to join C-USA
next year, however, the school’s
President, Sidney A. McPhee,
felt it was in the best interest
of the school to accelerate the
move.
“Conference USA’s television partnerships, increased
bowl tie-ins and larger national
footprint will provide better
and stronger platforms for our
athletics program and our university,” Banowsky said.
Florida Atlantic, located
Boca Raton, Fla., sponsors
19 NCAA Division I sports
teams and has an enrollment
of 30,000 students. FAU just
opened a 30,000-seat football
stadium in 2011, and the conference expects FAU’s location
near Miami will help attract

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu

C-USA fans to attend events at
the school.
Patrick Chun, FAU Director
of Athletics, said many things
brought the conference to the
school’s attention.
“This is a bold and decisive
step for our entire athletic
program,” Chun said. “Conference USA will bring forth new
challenges, opportunities and
expectations. We will continue
to build our athletic program to
represent Florida Atlantic University on the highest of levels.”
All of FAU’s 19 sports teams
will become members of one
conference for the first time
since 2001.
Both school’s membership
will become effective in July,
and will appear on several
Marshall Athletic schedules
next year. Both schools paid a
$700,000 exit fee to leave their
conferences.
MTSU and FAU will join
Florida International, UTSan
Antonio,
Charolotte,
Louisiana Tech, North Texas,
and Old Dominion and will
enter the leauge in 2013. The
two schools will replace the
University of Central Florida,
Memphis, Houston and Southern Methodist—who have all
announced their departure
from C-USA.
Courtney Sealey can be
contacted at sealey3@marshall.edu.

Tinnon said.
The Tigers are led in scoring by junior Joe Jackson, who averages
13.8 points on the year. Jackson also leads the team in assists, steals
and minutes played.
Elijah Pittman and DeAndre Kane continued to lead the team in
scoring after the Southern Miss game, however Kane also committed 11 turnovers in the game.
Herrion said that the Memphis game would require a very
strong showing from his side.
“It’s another challenge, one that we welcome and obviously we
know we’ve got to play really well to put ourselves in a position to
have success,” Herrion said.
Tip-off for Saturday’s game is set for 2 p.m. at Fed Ex Forum in
Memphis.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted at gibson210@marshall.edu.

Marshall Mens Basketball
Remaining 2012-2013 Schedule
@ Memphis (15-3, 4-0)

1/26/13

vs. SMU (11-9, 1-4)

1/30/13

vs. UCF (13-5, 3-1)

2/2/13

@ Tulane (13-6, 1-3)

2/6/13

@ UAB (8-11, 0-4)

2/9/13

vs. Rice (4-14, 0-4)

2/13/13

vs. Memphis (15-3, 4-0)

2/16/13

@ UCF (13-5, 3-1)

2/20/13

vs. UAB (8-11, 0-4)

2/23/13

@ Houston (12-6, 1-4)

3/2/13

vs. Southern Miss (16-4, 5-0)

3/5/13

@ East Carolina (12-6, 3-2)

3/9/13

259783
LATTA’S
PARKING AD
2 x 3.0

C M Y K 50 INCH

Opinion

4

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2013

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|

ONLINE POLLS

ABOUT US

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Mondays through Fridays during the regular semesters,
and weekly Thursdays during the summer.
The editorial staff is responsible for news and editorial content.

What is your stance on gun
control?
n More regulation

STAFF
JOHN GIBB

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

gibb@marshall.edu

RACHEL FORD

MANAGING EDITOR

ford80@marshall.edu

ASHLEIGH HILL

LIFE! EDITOR

hill281@marshall.edu

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
kes@marshall.edu

nash24@marshall.edu

SPORTS EDITOR

vance162@marshall.edu

jorge@marshall.edu

speciale@marshall.edu

ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

CAITIE SMITH

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
smith1650@marshall.edu

SANDY YORK

FACULTY ADVISER

sandy.york@marshall.edu

CONTACT US
109 Communications Bldg.
Marshall University
One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755
parthenon@marshall.edu

Column

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

J.J. Abrams: Good or bad
for ‘Star Wars’ franchise?
There are many long running debates
among Star Wars fans. Some are obvious,
like arguing about whether all six movies are
good, or just the original trilogy.
Some are more obscure, like whether Emperor Palpatine was an evil genocidal maniac,
or rather a visionary who realized that the
best defense against the threat of the Yuuzhan
Vong was a unified galaxy.
No one expected the debate that is currently plaguing fans everywhere—should
they be excited or depressed about the upcoming movies?
Most fans appear to be taking a “wait and
see” approach, waiting for a director to be
attached to the film, with J.J. Abrams the

Letter to the editor
An open letter to Marshall
University:
I’m sad. I’m frustrated. I’m disappointed. As a proud, but very
outspoken, Son of Marshall, I find
the current state of our athletic department an abomination.
As I approach the 10th anniversary of my graduation, it’s almost
hard to stomach watching any
Marshall athletic event on TV from
my local sports pub or even from
the comfort of my couch.
What happened to seeking national prominence? You remember
that don’t you? That was our slogan when I was school there.
“We play for championships”
wasn’t just our motto, it was our
expectation. When did it become replaced with, “good job, good effort?”
Better question: when did
the acceptance of effort become
more important than the expectation of excellence?
I was there when Marshall beat
Clemson in Death Valley. I was
there when the Thundering Herd
roared to bowl game after bowl
game in an era when a 6-6 team
from the Mid-American Conference didn’t get a bowl invite and

For more information, please email
parthenon@marshall.edu.

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
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We’d like to have you draw cartoons
for us!
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Do you enjoy drawing cartoons as well
as have an interest in current events?

current frontrunner.
Others are just happy to get to spend at
the very least two to two and a half hours
in that very familiar galaxy far, far away.
Some fans are just mad at George Lucas,
citing this as final proof that he is only in
it for the cash.
There is no doubt that the movie will be
successful, being a part of the second highest grossing franchise of all time, but the
last thing anyone wants is a repeat of the
last three movies.
Maybe the only thing this franchise needs
is a set of fresh eyes. After all, the only Star
Wars movie directed by someone other than
George Lucas is Episode V, which is regarded

by many as the best movie of the franchise.
It is not like Lucas will be completely separate from the franchise, considering that
Michael Ardnt, the screenwriter known for
Toy Story 3, among others movies, will be
working from Lucas’s script treatment.
It is also important to remember that
Disney owns Marvel Studios, and the first
movie released after being bought was
The Avengers, which did not do so poorly
in the box office and with the critics.
While the debate rages on, the only thing
Star Wars fans can actually do is wait until 2015, which is when the new movie is
scheduled to be released, and pray that no
more Gungans will be involved.

Letter to the editor
it felt like you earned something
going to a bowl game.
I was there as Marshall nearly
upset Ohio State in The Horseshoe.
I was there when it was a great feat
to beat the Herd on their home turf.
Now I get the joy of watching Central Florida or Tulsa knock Marshall
up and down the field in a stadium
that was once a cathedral.
We didn’t celebrate wins back
then. We expected to win. Marshall
carried so much swagger when the
Herd walked on the field it wasn’t a
question of if we were going to win,
but rather by how much?
Every school goes through it’s
down time, but how long before we
all wake up and put the expectation
of excellence back into Marshall
athletics? Better yet, demand it as
students, alumni and fans.
We can all sit back and argue
the move to CUSA was a bad
choice. (I have said it was a bad
move since 2001 when I was
Sports Editor for the Parthenon).
We can all buy into the philosophy of “We Are Marshall” means
that you stay positive and don’t
speak your negative opinion
about the way things have been

going. But honestly, life doesn’t
work on effort.
The bottom line is this, excellence should be the expectation
from coaches, athletes, athletic
officials, students, alumni and
fans. Anything less should be
viewed as unacceptable.
Your professors expect it, and
here’s a news flash, so will your boss
when you enter the workforce.
And guess what happens if you
don’t deliver excellence in the
workforce? I can tell you that its
not a pat on the back or a cheer
from the “good job, good effort”
kid. You get fired.
With what I have seen from
afar, the products on the athletic
field are anything but excellent.
I think it’s time we go back to
the “We play for championships”
and get away from this new, “we
are improving” mentality.
It’s going to take more than this
letter to make that happen. It’s going to take the roar of a Thundering
Herd of fans, alumni and students
to finally say, “that’s enough.”
Michael Adams
Class of 2003

I wish I had known the
group of students was going to address the Student
Government about concealed carry on campus. I
would have been there to
support them. With the nation’s focus on the number
of mass shootings, I still
don’t understand the public’s lack of responsibility
for their own safety. I find
it additionally disturbing
that university policy interferes with people’s ability
to defend themselves on or
around campus.
In your article on January 23rd, Jeremy Browning
said, “There is really no
reason I can see why a student would need to pack
an actual firearm on campus”. If I recall correctly,
there have been a couple
of MU emergency alerts
sent out to students and
faculty the past month detailing two sexual assaults
and at least three armed
robberies on or about the
campus. That seems like a

pretty good reason to me.
The Supreme Court has already ruled that police are
not required to provide
protection to individuals.
They exist to protect society as a whole. The police,
even campus police, cannot
respond
quickly
enough to protect us in
those critical moments
that matter the most. Only
we can do that.
During a class session
last week, there was a discussion about what to do
if a shooter were to enter
the classroom — a room
that is extremely cramped
with over 40 students and
a couple dozen tables. The
best answer anyone could
come up with was to throw
textbooks at the assailant.
Really. In West Virginia,
concealed carry permit
holders must be over 21
years old, pass a thorough
background check, and receive training before they
are allowed to carry concealed. They are not the

ones you need to worry
about. In fact, they might
end up being your savior.
According to an article in
The National Review Online, ““With just one single
exception, the attack on
congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords in Tucson in 2011,
every public shooting since
at least 1950 in the U.S. in
which more than three
people have been killed
has taken place where
citizens are not allowed to
carry guns.” Wonder why
that is? If someone was
going to commit a heinous
act upon members of our
community, do you really
think a University Policy
banning the possession of
weapons is going to stop
them in their tracks? If
you do, then you don’t have
to worry anymore about
carrying around those
extra textbooks for your
protection.
Garrett Lucas
Huntington, WV

Letter to the editor
Dear Parthenon Editor,
I stand firmly opposed to the Assault
Weapons Ban of 2013 because the bill
would be burdensome to law-abiding citizens. The name of the bill is misleading to
the public because the bill covers far more
than assault weapons. It attempts to regulate how legally owned firearms are stored
in private homes and, in effect, diminish
the ability for self-defense. I realize supporters of gun-control have their hearts
in the right place because they want to
prevent future tragedies. However, efforts
to craft a utopian society through legislation are naive. Criminals are not inclined
to obey laws and a ban on certain weapons will be ignored by people who do not
respect the law. Similarly, criminals sell

MCT DIRECT

Letter to the editor submissions are presented in their original state to ensure that the writer’s
intentions are preserved.
page designed and edited by RACHEL FORD | ford80@marshall.edu

crack-cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine every day even though the drugs
are illegal. New laws will not increase the
safety of our nation but they will limit the
ability of good Americans to defend themselves. We need to act swiftly to preserve
our right to bear arms. I encourage everyone to actively oppose the gun-control
initiatives launched by Senator Dianne
Feinstein and the Obama Administration.
Respectfully,

Michael Jessee Adkins
2650 State Route 152
Huntington, West Virginia 25701
Adkins172@Live.Marshall.edu
(304) 634-8251
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Ed Krzanowski, pictured January 16, shows where the water was up to the middle of the window in the front of his home in Manahawkin, New
Jersey, during the flooding as a result of Hurricane Sandy. The water came in from under the house and got into the drywall. The insurance
company will only pay for replacing drywall halfway up the wall.

Storm relief awash in uncertainty
By JAMES OSBORNE

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER (MCT)
PHILADELPHIA — At night, back in the
apartment they have had to rent while they
figure out what to do with their half-wrecked
home in Manahawkin, N.J., Ed and Carol Krzanowski wonder whether this is the time to
leave the Jersey Shore for good.
The ranch house they moved into 35 years
ago, where they had planned to spend the rest
of their retirement, took in two feet of salt
water from nearby Manahawkin Bay during
Sandy.
Like tens of thousands of homeowners up
and down the Shore, the Krzanowskis are
struggling to navigate a maze of insurance settlements, floodplain maps, and government
disaster aid to figure out whether they can afford to rebuild.
"This is the problem. The communication
is terrible, and the information is incomplete
at best," said Carol Krzanowski, a retiree and
former associate director of a nonprofit group.
"You can't make a good decision. Every time we
go to the township, the answer is: 'I don't know.'"
Uncertainty and anxiety continues to hang
over the Jersey shoreline, where rebuilding
is moving slowly as property owners wait for
answers to critical questions that will likely
determine the Shore's future for generations
to come.
The most immediate is how much money
they will see from the federally backed National Flood Insurance Program. More than

70,000 claims have been filed in New Jersey,
and settlements have been slow in coming, according to local officials.
How slow has not been made public by
the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
which underwrites the insurance program.
The most recent statistics released by the
agency date to Nov. 30, when 550 claims had
been settled at a cost of $13.6 million.
Lawyer Chip Merlin, whose Tampa law
firm represents about 15 New Jersey property owners in Sandy-related disputes with
the insurance companies that administer the
federal insurance program, said Sandy-related
flood settlements were flowing far more
slowly than they did to the Gulf Coast after
Hurricane Katrina.
In the aftermath of the storm, which struck
the New Jersey and New York coastlines Oct.
29, federal officials loosened bureaucratic
rules governing flood claims, said Don Griffin,
a vice president with the industry group Property Casualty Insurers Association of America.
But the rules change has not been enough
to speed a process that Griffin said FEMA officials told him had settled about one-third of
the approximately 140,000 claims nationwide
related to Sandy.
In Ocean City, where three to four feet of
water flooded the historic downtown during
Sandy, ground-floor business owners have
been fighting with adjusters who have told
them that despite paying flood premiums
for years, they did not qualify for coverage
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because their properties sat below 100-year
flood levels.
"It's been a nightmare," said Bart Russell,
who is waiting for a settlement on damage
to commercial space he owns on the town's
main drag.
The uncertainty has been compounded by
pending questions over how the federal government plans to allow Shore areas to rebuild.
Last month FEMA released revised floodplain maps that predicted elevated flood levels
in decades to come and thus set heightened
standards for properties in the government's
flood insurance program.
If a parcel of land is projected to take on three
feet of water during a hundred-year storm, the
homeowners must elevate their houses to at
least that level — or pay exorbitant flood insurance premiums to get a mortgage.
But the maps are only "advisory" at this
point, and many Shore towns plan to file appeals with FEMA before the revised flood
elevations become official next year.
That leaves property owners with a tough
choice: Wait to see how the regulations
shake out or spend roughly the $50,000 it
costs to elevate a standard-sized house and
hope the elevation chosen is the right one.
But some financial relief could be on the
horizon. At a town-hall meeting Wednesday in Stafford, Gov. Christie said now that
Congress had passed President Obama's
$60.4 billion aid package, aid should start
flowing in the next four to six weeks.

U.S. Air Force Jazz Band performs for festival

could have easily been referring to the NBA when he
famously said, "There are two
kinds of coaches; them that
are fired and them that are
gonna be fired."
Translation: In Gainesville,
Billy is the Gators' version of
John Wooden.
In Orlando, he'd be the
Magic's version of John Lucas.
In Gainesville, his boss, athletic director Jeremy Foley,
would love to give him a lifetime contract.
In Orlando, his boss, Dwight
Howard, would have probably canned him years ago.
Can you believe it? Donovan, still only 47 years old, has
become a living legend and
one of college basketball's alltime greats right before our
very eyes. Already, he's third
in SEC history in career victories behind Adolph Rupp and
Dale Brown. Only two other
coaches in major college history — Mike Krzyzewski and
Bob Knight — ever won two
national titles at a younger
age than Donovan. If Donovan
wins one more national title,
he'll have as many as Knight.
If he wins two more, he ties
Krzyzewski and Rupp and
trails only Wooden.
He is the only coach in the
business who has consistently and perennially made
the basketball program more
successful at a football school
than the football program.
All of the other great coaches
out there — Krzyzewski, Rick

Pitino, John Calipari, Roy
Williams, Jim Boeheim, etc.
— have never been asked to
win national titles at a football school. It is why I believe
Donovan is the greatest college coach — football or
basketball — in this state's
history.
Let's be honest, it's not all
that difficult to win a football national title in the State
of Florida. Seven coaches
have done it, including the
relatively pedestrian Dennis Erickson, who won two
of them. Donovan, though, is
the only coach in state history who's won a basketball
national title – and he's won
two of them and played for
another.
And guess what? He has
the team this year that might
just compete for it again. The
Gators aren't just beating
opponents; they are bludgeoning them. Donovan got
his 400th with Saturday's
83-52 dismantling of No. 17
Missouri. The Gators' four
SEC wins have come by an average margin of 26.8 points.
Florida destroyed Big Ten
power Wisconsin 74-56, Big
East power Marquette 82-49
and defending ACC champion
Florida State 72-47.
Meanwhile, Van Gundy, the
best coach in Orlando franchise history, has been fired,
and the Magic had lost 13
of its last 15 heading before
Tuesday night's game.
Billy Legend has shown us
that sometimes the best career moves are the ones we
never make.

Jobless claims drop, hit five-year low
By JIM PUZZANGHERA

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
WASHINGTON — Initial jobless claims fell again last week,
to 330,000, a fresh five-year
low, as the labor market continued a strong start to 2013.
There were 5,000 fewer
people who filed for firsttime unemployment benefits
in the week ending Saturday
than in the previous week,
the Labor Department said
Thursday. The last time there
were fewer initial jobless
claims was exactly five years
ago, when 318,000 filed for
benefits.
The drop last week was

below analysts' estimates of
355,000 and could reflect
the complexities of seasonal
adjustments after the holidays and at the start of a new
quarter.
The
four-week
average, a less volatile gauge,
also dropped last week, to
351,750, down from the previous week's 360,000.
Still, the recent downturn
bodes well for job growth
in January, with the government scheduled to announce
those figures next week. The
economy added 155,000 net
new jobs in December, while
the unemployment rate remained at 7.8 percent.

By JOSEPHINE E. MENDEZ

THE PARTHENON
The Airmen of Note, a principal jazz ensemble of the United
States Air Force, will perform
in the 44th annual Winter Jazz
Festival.
The festival features several
bands and will start at 7 p.m.
Jan. 31 in the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Arts Center and
end Feb. 2. This event is free to
the public, but tickets are required and can be picked up at
the Joan C. Edwards box office.
Sean Parsons, a jazz studies
professor at Marshall, has played
a big part in planning the event
and securing guest performers.
“This festival is a great opportunity for students to learn
from professionals and to make
lasting contacts,” Parsons said.
“It’s not only great for middle
and high school students, but
college students as well.”
Members of The Airmen of
Note will also lead guest clinicians Feb. 1-2 for 11 middle and
high school bands from West
Virginia and Ohio. Each band will
have a chance to perform for the
clinicians and receive feedback.
Parkersburg South High
School, the featured high school
honors band, will ring in the
event Jan. 31 at 7 p.m.
The top Marshall University jazz combo will perform
directly after the high school
band. The seven-member
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U.S. Air Force Jazz Band
combo focuses mainly on improvisation—a key element in
any jazz ensemble.
The festival will feature current Marshall students and
alumni. Jeff Wolfe, a music technology professor and alumnus,
has made contact with several

alumni, including some who
graduated in the 1970s.
The alumni band will be the
opening act Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. They
will be followed by the Marshall
Jazz Band 12.0, which will feature
several of the guest clinicians.
The Thundering Herd All-Star

page designed and edited by JOHN GIBB | gibb@marshall.edu

Band will take the stage before
The Airmen of Note perform.
The band is made up of 21
students who were recommended by their band directors.
Josephine Mendez can be
contacted at mendez9@marshall.edu.
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1. The Breakfast Club

6. Stand by Me

2. Star Wars: Empire Strikes Back

7. Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark

3. Back to the Future: Part I

8. This Is Spinal Tap

4. The Princess Bride

9. The NeverEnding Story

5. Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

10. Ghostbusters
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GIVE UP
“NEVER
&
GOOD LUCK WILL FIND YOU.
”
THE NEVERENDING STORY

Australia finds its newest
‘X-Factor’in Samantha Jade

By EVAN FOWLER

COLUMNIST
It’s true what they say;
one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure. Samantha Jade is an Australian
singer who rose to fame
in the United States for a
short time when her single,
“Step Up” was chosen to be
the theme and lead single
for the movie sharing the
same name starring Channing Tatum in 2006.
Shortly after the success
of the film her record label, Jive Records, dropped

Jade and removed her
from the artist roster by
sacking intentions for a
debut album. Proving she
could not be broken so
easily, Jade returned home
to Australia and continued
pursuing her dreams of
a music career. Six years
later, Jade auditioned for
the widely popular series
“The X-Factor Australia.”
Jade
persevered
through a grueling competition and was recently
crowned winner of the
fourth season. Jade became the first female
winner of the reality series in Australia and has
since released her debut
album of covers titled,
“Samantha Jade,” which
includes studio versions
of artists covered. These
covers include Usher, Katy
Perry, Britney Spears,
Kelly Clarkson, Rihanna
and more. The album

and debut single are
both currently available
in the United States via
iTunes or Amazon.com.
The Australian Recording
Industry Association has
certified the album gold
in note of sales and her
full-length debut is set for
release in 2013.
Jade’s winning single,
“What You’ve Done To Me,”
has debuted at number
one on the ARIA Singles
Chart and has been certified double platinum.
This upbeat power ballad could be considered
lyrically predictable and
reminiscent in style to
our very own Kelly Clarkson. However, Jade’s voice
with its unique and feisty
tone could even be closely
compared to a modern
day Kylie Minogue.
As an artist with a future
as bright as ever, these
are only the beginnings

of what is to come for Samantha Jade. If it hasn’t
been said already then
I’ll say it. Jive Records
made a huge mistake by
letting this “diamond in
the rough” slip through
their hands. As Jive morns
their loss, Sony Music
Australia rejoices in their
latest find. As for the fans
around the world, they
now have the opportunity
to get to enjoy the vocal stylings and artistry
of Jade. She is sure to be
deemed a regular spin on
Australian radio and will
then attempt her success
on an international level.
So congratulations Samantha Jade. This battle
into the music industry
was well fought and deserved. We are lucky to
finally have you.
Evan Fowler can be
contacted at fowler68@
marshall.edu.

a Bridal Expo
at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena

By ASHLEY HERRALD

THE PARTHENON
KEE-FM will have its semiannual Bridal Expo at the Big
Sandy Superstore Arena on
Sunday, Jan. 27 from noon to
5 p.m.
This bridal event will
showcase the latest in wedding ideas, designs and
formal wear. Rose Tree Boutique and Lara’s Bridals and
Formals will be presenting a
fashion show from 3 to 4 p.m.
Kathryn Greer, senior
Regents Bachelor of Arts
major, said she is excited to
see what different vendors
have to offer and see the latest fashion in bridal, groom
wear and bridesmaid gowns.
“We want to prepare for
shopping for fashion forward
outfits for the wedding,”
Greer said. “I would like our
wedding to be one-of-a-kind
and reflect our tastes. I hope
the event can inspire me to
come up with some creative

and unique ideas for mine
and my fiancé’s wedding to
provide a memorable experience for us and our guests.”
Tracey Baumgard, Clear
Channel event coordinator,
said the event always has great
attendance and last year’s
event had more than 1,000
people.
The Bridal Expo happens
twice a year: in January at
the Big Sandy Superstore
Arena and in the summer at
the Charleston Civic Center in
Charleston, W.Va. This gives
brides-to-be a chance to experience different vendors and
wedding options for their special day.
Greer said she attended another bridal fair earlier this
month, but was completely
overwhelmed since she had
not booked anything prior to
the event.
“Now that I’ve booked a
venue, caterer, baker and florist, I’m hoping this one is more

relaxing and I can enjoy it,”
Greer said, “Or at least find a
few of the things I still need; not
to mention enter to win some
of the prizes.”
Door prizes will be given
away throughout the event.
Prizes include a three-night
cruise for two on the Carnival Fun Ship or Norwegian
Cruise Lines that will port out
of Florida or California and
thousands of dollars in prizes.
Guests must register at the
main bridal registration and
be 18 years old to be eligible
to win.
There will also be a “Groom
Room,” sponsored by Big
Sandy Superstores and Texas
Roadhouse in Ashland, Ky.
Grooms will be able to watch
football and enjoy food from
Texas Roadhouse.
Doors open at noon and admission is $5.
Ashley Herrald can be
contacted at herrald4@marshall.edu.

COURTESY OF SONY MUSIC AUSTRALIA

Samantha Jade’s debut album was released Dec. 7, 2012

‘Silver Linings Playbook’
strikes gold

By BRENDON STENNETT

COLUMNIST
Over their short eight-year
existence, The Weinstein
Company has produced a
number of hits and a number of misses. From busts
like “Hannibal Rising” to hits
like “Inglourious Basterds,”
they’ve managed to garner
Best Picture winners the
past two years. With “The
Silver Linings Playbook” in
the running this year for the
award, they may be poised to
take three in a row.
And this film certainly deserves the nomination. It’s
a charming love story about
two very dysfunctional people trying to simply exist
without medication. And they
barely succeed. The movie
plays out equal parts comedy
and drama, with a surprising
lack of romance. Of course,
two people that have no mental block telling them to shut
up does not conjure up the

ideas of romance in the first
place.
Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence play Pat
Solitano and Tiffany Maxwell,
two people who should probably have therapy far more
often than they do. The two
meet for the first time to absolutely hilarious results at
a small dinner party thrown
by mutual acquaintances.
The first conversation, if you
could call it that, is when you
realize exactly what kind of
movie you’re in for.
Pat, trying to get in touch
with his estranged wife (who
has a restraining order against
him) asks Tiff to deliver a letter from him. In return, Tiff
asks for Pat to participate in a
dancing competition.
The direction in the movie
is the only thing that I take a
slight complaint to. The director, David Russell, indulges in
far too many close-ups and
art shots, but thankfully the

University staff showcases artwork
By CODI MOHR

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University staff members
will showcase their three-dimensional artwork beginning Friday, Jan.
18 at Gallery 842 in Huntington.
Michael Anthony Smith, of Huntington W. Va., presents his piece, entitled
“60’6”,” and Richard Wolhoy, of Ashland, Ky., presents “Anthropometry” in
a joint exhibition.
Smith is an adjunct professor at
Marshall’s School of Art and Design,
an academic lab manager for the
school and a full-time shop technician
for the university’s art warehouse.
In “60’6”,” Smith incorporates recognizable elements into abstract,

but recognizable forms that represent memories of his childhood.
One continuous piece of three-dimensional art fills an entire room of
the gallery, allowing a viewer to experience the piece by walking in, around
and through it.
“At the age of 12, a baseball
crushed my skull, and I suffered
a catastrophic brain injury. The
unifying focus of my study is the
concept of memory and childhood,”
Smith said. “I seek the sculptural
language to bridge the gap between
my perception of childhood games
and my interpretation.”
Wolhoy, a Marshall alumnus, is a
sculpture studio technician and an

adjunct faculty member of Marshall’s
School of Art and Design.
The combination of three-dimensional and two-dimensional pieces in
Wolhoy’s “Anthropometry” creates an
environmental experience through his
use of space.
“The pieces in this series consist of wood sculptures combined
with other media displayed in conjunction with paintings on canvas,”
Wolhoy said. “Both the sculptural
and two-dimensional components
are proportionate to, or even larger
than, the human figure, thus creating
a physical space that the viewer can
experience.”
John Farley, director of Gallery 842,
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said there are unique elements to the
exhibit.
“In addition to the obvious command of materials, both artists
display an impressive ability to manipulate space,” Farley said. “Each
creates dynamic work that is interactive, experiential and challenges
us to think about our physical
environment.”
The joint exhibit will be on display until Feb. 22 at Gallery 842,
which is located on Fourth Avenue
in downtown Huntington. The gallery is free and open to the public
Tuesday-Saturday, 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Codi Mohr can be contacted at
mohr13@marshall.edu.

acting more than makes up for
it (with Lawrence returning
from her stumble in “House
at the End of the Street”).
From the two main actors to
the supporting cast, including
DeNiro and Chris Tucker, the
acting is far and away one of
the best things about this film.
Especially pay attention to the
scenes with Pat’s psychiatrist,
an Indian doctor who is hilariously American. They bring
an already brilliant and lively
script to its fullest. And easily,
“Playbook” has one of the best
soundtracks in the past few
years, from Led Zeppelin to a
wonderful Dylan/Cash duet
to Sinatra, the music blends
perfectly with the movie.
Will it win Best Picture?
It’s certainly a possibility, but
regardless, this is a must-see
movie for comedy and drama
lovers alike. 3½ out of 4 stars .
Brendon Stennett can be
contacted at stennett3@
marshall.edu.

